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And is not time 

even as love is, 

undivided and 

paceless? 

But if in your 

thought you must 

measure time into 

seasons, let each 

season encircle 

all the other 

seasons, 

And let today 

embrace the  

past with 

remembrance 

and the future 

with longing.

—from The Prophet (On Time)  

by Kahlil Gibran

We have just celebrated the first 50 years of 

our glorious school. Contained in this issue are 

words and photographs that allow us to continue 

our collective and loving embrace of all that has 

come before. Spilling forth from these pages are 

accounts of tremendous gratitude and great 
reverence for the gifts of discovery in the 

unfolding— memories, epiphanies—from our new 

8th Year graduates, our alumni, our parents, and 

our staff. We honor the many contributions and 

accomplishments of our community, and we thank 

those who have taken the time to share in this 

issue. We learn and rejoice in the 

learning. Each season does encircle all other 

seasons as we look to this new school year and this 

new beginning with longing for the future and all 

that will be revealed. We share the collective truth 

that The Montessori School is a unique and sacred 

place. It is so because of our composite—our 

beautiful community, individually and together.  

It is so because of our commitment to our 

children of this school, to the philosophy of Dr. 

Maria Montessori, and to our stewardship 

of this lovely, prepared environment. As in the words 

of Kahlil Gibran, join me as we embrace the past 

with remembrance and the future with longing. We 

have a wonderful year ahead and many new exciting 

beginnings and discoveries. 
—Sarah Walker, Head of School
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We are proud to announce 
that The Montessori School 
will unveil a new website and a 
new logo this summer. The 
creation of these two pieces of 
“big work” for our School took 
several years and we are 
gratified by the thoughtful, 
detailed and comprehensive 
behind-the-scenes effort that 
has characterized both of these 
projects. The process of 
bringing both of these visions 
to life began with in-depth 
research and interviews with 
many of our school’s constitu-
encies. 

The creation of our 
school’s new logo involved a 
collaborative process that 
included extensive feedback by 
our full Board and Staff.  In a 
healthy school, no individual 
function can fully succeed 
without the support of the 
others. While Montessori peda-
gogy and the work of the 
children in the classrooms are 
the foundation of The Montes-
sori School, fundraising, 
admission, administrative 
details, parent education, 
community building, financial 
management, marketing and 
communications are also 
integral pieces supporting our 
school’s mission. Our school 
logo and website are two 
important ways we represent 
our school’s identity.

Steve Kranzlin, a former 
Board Member of 15 years and 
Marketing Consultant, volun-
teered his talents and time to 
The Montessori School as we 
considered how best to “tell 
our school’s story” to the wider 
world. He worked closely with 

the Advancement Team (the 
Directors of Admissions, 
Communications and Devel-
opment) and then-Head of 
School Mary Zeman. Over the 
course of more than a year, 
Steve conducted interviews 
and qualitative research related 
to our school’s “brand” with 
current parents and staff. This 
learning, along with his 
research of the broader 
marketplace of Independent 
Schools, informed the market-
ing strategy he proposed. Part 
of this branding work was the 
acknowledgement of our need 
for a new logo.

Logos are symbols, or 
graphic representations, of an 
organization. They are unique-
ly designed for effortless 
recognition. As we began our 
logo design work, The Montes-
sori School had already 
engaged CO:LAB, a design 
company that works exclu-
sively with organizations that 
have social value, to design our 
new website. Impressed with 
both their philosophy and 
work product (which was 
reinforced by their prior work 
with another AMI Montessori 
school), we hired CO:LAB to 
work with us on the design of 
our new logo. As described by 
CO:LAB’s President, Richard 
Holland, “a logo should do the 
following: demonstrate your 
organizational values; activate a 
capacity for story-telling and 
creation of meaning; commu-
nicate brand positioning, 
maintain accessibility; provide 
flexibility for usage and 
reproduce effectively at a range 
of sizes.” Quite a lofty task!

The Montessori School’s 
very first logo was a hand-
drawn sunshine, created in the 
early 1970s by then Head of 
School Karin Salzmann at a 
time when our school was 
called The Child’s Work 
Center. In the fall of 1988, our 
school, operating in three 
separate locations, moved to 
our current location on 
Whipple Road and changed 
our name to The Montessori 
School. A parent volunteer 
created another hand-drawn 
logo made up of three trees 
and three stars, said to repre-
sent the Toddler, Primary and 
Elementary programs. In 
September of 2004, we 
inaugurated our Montessori 
Middle School and updated 
the logo by adding a fourth 
star, shifting the meaning of the 
trees. They represented each 
plane of development that our 
school serves, and each star 
symbolized our four programs, 
Toddler through Middle 
School.

Over the past two years, 
our branding work has allowed 
us to look closely, and with a 
great deal of intention, at who 
we are and where we intend to 
go. Our new logo includes 
both a labyrinth and the 
cursive letter “m”. As we 
commemorate our school’s 
rich, fifty-year history, we 
recognize the path we 
have taken as an 
institution as well as the 
individual journeys our 
students take as they 
learn and grow alongside 
one another. The labyrinth is 
a deeply meaningful represen-

tation of these journeys, and 
also an acknowledgement of 
our school culture, symboliz-
ing the value we place in 
tradition and ritual. It depicts 
our uniqueness (not many 
schools are lucky enough to 
have a labyrinth on their front 
lawn!) and the spirituality that 
our community holds dear. 
The m stands for The Montes-
sori School and for Montessori 
pedagogy, as depicted by the 
Moveable Alphabet’s letter m. 
In our logo, this m lies at the 
center (the heart) of our 
labyrinth. The colors we 
selected represent the blues 
and greens of our earth and the 
nature that surrounds us, both 
significant factors in how our 
community chooses to live; we 
recognize nature as important 
to our daily lives.

We are delighted to 
present to you The Montessori 
School’s new logo and look 
forward to sharing the launch 
of our new website at the end 
of the summer. This work has 
been a labor of love by many, 
for many.

Sincerely,

Ruth Hurwitz,  

Director of Communications
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Materials are at the heart 
of the Montessori experience and a 
child’s journey of self-exploration. From 
a student’s earliest days in a Montessori 
classroom this multi-sensory explora-
tion allows him to discover his world in 
a tactile way. As she grows, the materials 
help her move from concrete explora-
tions to abstract understanding. Using 
materials allows a child to experience 
the satisfaction and joy of discovery and 
the sense of fulfillment that comes from 
having mastered a skill or a concept. 
Following an initial lesson designed to 
ignite the child’s interest and to intro-
duce a concept, students then work with 
the materials found in the prepared en-
vironment to explore that 
concept in as much detail 
as they wish; some even 
deciding to continue their 
exploration outside of the 
classroom. The materials 
build on each other and 
the same materials that are 
encountered at one level 
of development may be found at a later 
stage of development—albeit in a more 
complex form. Because there is typically 
only one set of a given material in the 
classroom, children naturally learn pa-
tience and sharing.

At the Middle School level, the con-
cept of materials is expanded—explora-
tion turns to the world outside the class-
room. Through the Expedition Program 
and the planning and planting of gar-
dens, adolescents not only expand their 
connection to nature but also learn to 
take risks, to support each other, and to 
persist at a task until they achieve suc-
cess. The lab-based approach to science 
encourages students to develop and test 
hypotheses. The use of Technology as 

a material becomes more important as 
well. Geometer Sketch Pad allows stu-
dents to explore the basic concepts of 
Geometry in as much depth as they 
desire, graphing calculators encourage 
students to attempt multiple solutions 
to a problem, the internet can be used 
to supplement print sources as students 
undertake research assignments, and 
PowerPoint allows them to develop 
their own materials and to hone their 
presentation skills. 

During the year friends have asked 
me why I decided to come out of re-
tirement to take on yet another interim 
assignment. I have replied that I did  
so because having worked over the 

years with many students 
who came from a Mon-
tessori background to the 
schools I have led, I was 
drawn by the opportunity 
to learn first-hand what  
it was about Montessori 
that produced such fine 
young men and women. 

Not only have I achieved that goal, I 
have also discovered that there is a way 
to sustain throughout childhood and 
adolescence the innate curiosity, resil-
ience, and creativity that infants have 
in such abundance as they explore their 
world. To have been able to spend time 
with younger children on the Whipple 
Road Campus and with teens on the 
Lois Street Campus and in Tanzania and 
to see the remarkable growth that oc-
curs as young people move through our 
program has been a privilege. I know 
that what I have learned and experi-
enced here this year will stay with me 
throughout my life. 

—David Blanchard,  

Interim Headmaster, 2013–2014

Because there is 

typically only one set 

of a given material in 

the classroom, children 

naturally learn patience 

and sharing.

At the Heart of Montessori
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Our Sense of Touch
H

ave you watched a 
toddler try to keep 
his eyes closed? It 

seems like so much effort; 
eyelids scrunched so tight. 
You can see him fighting 
the urge to open them just 
for a bit or it would ruin 
the whole thing. Now we 
add this mysterious bag, his 
hands inside, searching. And 
then that moment when the 
smile comes and breaks that 
concentration of eyes be-
ing sealed. The eyes open 
ecstatically and light up, as 
the child knows what object 
he just experienced. A giggle 
sometimes ensues, and if 
they have the language, the 
word may be spoken, and 
then the process happens 
again. It can draw a crowd or 
just remain the silent plea-
sure of discovery of the lone 
worker.

Watching the work of 
the Stereognostic bag is a 
wonder. It seems so simple, yet when 
explained its purpose, I became aware 
of how much I rely on that sense! 
Through the use of touch and move-
ment, the brain can identify and figure 
out what the object is based on previ-
ous experiences, creating mental im-
ages. It can discriminate size and shape 
and texture. How amazing is that? 

When doing that work, we make 
an effort of closing our eyes to reduce 
the dependency on them and be made 
more aware of the other sense avail-
able. We all use our sense of touch ev-
ery day. I know I take it for granted. 
Yet when I fumble through my purse, 

I can discriminate among the different 
objects (phone, chapstick, tissue, etc.) 
and even when reaching in my pocket 
for a coin, even though they are very 
similar, I can pick out that nickel in-
stead of the quarter. In the lesson, it is 
important to know how to feel an ob-
ject and become familiar with it, also 
giving it a name, so that the brain can 
start discriminating.

There is a Progression; distinctively 
different, similar, and then even find-
ing the object’s pair. Changes are seen 
so quickly at this age. The child is dif-
ferent than last week. And besides the 
difficulty of the objects throughout the 

year, I can see how a child 
matures in his use of the 
material. The child who can 
now close his eyes may have 
been the one, a few days ago, 
still peeking in the bag to re-
trieve an object or making 
sure the bag is in fact, emp-
ty. His joy at using only his 
sense of touch is an amazing 
experience.

During my AMI training 
this summer, I got that deep-
er understanding of some-
thing that seems so simple 
to an adult, yet so fascinat-
ing and so important to a 
toddler. Just watching this 
work with the Stereognostic 
bag, there is no rush: just be 
in that moment, enjoy, and 
have the opportunity to re-
peat. 

How are toddler materi-
als unique? They seem simi-
lar to those at other levels, 
just not as complex. They 
are challenging to toddlers, 

yet seem so simple, sweet, and peace-
ful to an adult. To continue that sense 
of wonder and enjoyment, the adult 
needs to display that sense of excite-
ment while presenting, no matter how 
often that same lesson is given. We 
watch the child express his joy as he 
goes and discovers. We can learn sim-
plicity and joy from each other. As I 
reach in my purse, I can close my eyes 
and smile when I know I have found 
my chapstick.

—Nicole Jarrin,  
Toddler Assistant
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The Cylinder Blocks
When a child moves on from a Primary Environment they 
create a special framed piece of work that reads “My favorite 
work in the Primary Class at The Montessori School is……”. 
It is always fascinating to watch how the children come to 
decide which ONE piece of material is most precious to them. 
Often there is a great deal of thought that goes into this deci-
sion. Sometimes the child responds before the question is even 
finished being asked, completely confident in their choice. 
It is probable to imagine that this choice would change as a 
child moves through a cycle, different materials holding more 
significance at various times in their self-construction.

A material that I have appreciated for many years is The 
Cylinder Blocks. These are one of the earliest lessons a child 
is presented within a Primary Classroom, they are simple in 
design, self-correcting and offer the child the opportunity for 
a great deal of success right from the start. These blocks, of 
which there are four, all appear to be very similar. In fact they 
vary in height and circumference. The presentation is given 
with one block; the cylinders are taken out and randomly 
mixed on the table between the block and the child. They are 
then replaced by the Directress carefully, soundlessly into the 
correct place. The child is then invited to take a turn. 

I have found that what can be observed in the moments 
that follow are often some of the most profound indicators of 
a child’s emerging personality. Do they rush to take them all 
out quickly or do they carefully place one at a time on the ta-
ble soundlessly? Do they line them up in a row or randomly? 
Once they are all out, do they observe and consider which 
one goes where or do they take one and begin to try out all 
the holes? If one is misplaced, do they realize or are they not 
yet ready to see? If there is one left that doesn’t fit in the last 
hole, does the child look to see what needs fixing or do they 
immediately look to the adult for help? When all are replaced, 
do they immediately begin again or do they stand up looking 
for something else to do? 

I believe that this very simple material can offer a window 
into the personality of the child. I have found that this has 
played itself out in my classroom over the years. If a child per-
severes and continues to look for the correct hole, they often 
are the children who have the most patience and lower level 
of frustration. If the child never looks to the adult for help, 
they often prove to be the most independent. If a child slams 
the cylinders on the table and needs a reminder about doing it 
quietly, they often are children who passionately love life and 
have lots of energy. If a child carefully grasps the top of the 
cylinder with a natural pincer grip, they often learn to write 

and enjoy writing earlier than some of 
their peers. The child who repeats the 
lesson immediately shows the ability to 
live in the moment and not to always be 
looking for what is next.

As a child develops and moves 
onto other more complex materials, 
The Cylinder Blocks can continue to 
offer more challenges. You can move 
from working with one to two, then 
three and, eventually, all four together. 
This involves 40 cylinders and LOTS of 
patience! If you really want to be chal-
lenged, you can take out this work and 
a blindfold and try it without looking. 
This can evolve into all four blocks, all 
40 cylinders and a blindfold. Quite a 
challenge!

In my experience, the children close 
to age six can still remind me of their 
early lessons with The Cylinder Blocks 
when we are doing much more complex 
lessons such as Multiplication or Gram-
mar. Their process of acquiring skills 
often has remained the same. When 
thinking back on all my years in the 
classroom, I realize that this material, 
though one of the simplest and first les-
sons a child receives, is not only a learn-
ing tool for them but it has proven to 
be a window for me. It has allowed me 
to peek into what type of learner each 
child will become, or as Dr. Montes-
sori has shown us, what type of learner 
each child arrives on earth already pro-
grammed to be.

—Heather Maccabe,  
Primary Directress

I have found that 

what can be observed 

in the moments that 

follow are often 

some of the most 

profound indicators 

of a child’s emerging 

personality. Do they 

rush to take them 

all out quickly or do 

they carefully place 

one at a time on the 

table soundlessly? Do 

they line them up in 

a row or randomly? 

Once they are all 

out, do they observe 

and consider which 

one goes where or 

do they take one and 

begin to try out all 

the holes? If one is 

misplaced, do they 

realize or are they 

not yet ready to see? 

If there is one left 

that doesn’t fit in 

the last hole, does 

the child look to see 

what needs fixing or 

do they immediately 

look to the adult for 

help? When all are 

replaced, do they 

immediately begin 

again or do they 

stand up looking for 

something else to do? 
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“It’s purple! Six is purple!!” 
I exclaimed. My classmate at the Associa-
tion Montessori Internationale Training 
Center paused to look up at me then 
continued to fumble through the bead 
bar box until she found the bead bar of 
six. I thought to myself: “How could she 
not know that? We have worked with 
this before”. I had been in my Montessori 
training course in Cleveland for about a 
month and we were now starting to get 
our hands on the materials. While I could 
easily identify most of the materials in the 
training center from my days as a Mon-
tessori student, it was the bead bars that 
led me to my first a-ha moment.

A child is first introduced to the bead 
bars in their early years of Primary. The 
material is presented when the student 
is learning how to count. The bead bar 
box material can be found in the Primary, 
Lower Elementary and Upper Elementary 
classrooms. That’s when it hit me… as a 
former Montessori student I had worked 
with the bead bars for a solid nine years 
of my life, patiently counting each bead, 
one by one. The fact that each bar cor-
responds to a matching color (light blue 
is five, yellow four, the three bar is pink, 
etc.) helps the child to “know” the num-
bers in a more intimate way.

It was in that moment, during my 
first month of training, that I realized 
just how ingrained this Montessori 
material was in me. Of course I knew 
which color bead bar was associated 
with which number; I had nine years 
of experience working with the mate-
rial. And, 14 years later, I was still able 
to still pick up a bead bar and know the 
number it was associated with, without 
pause... it was in my blood, a part of me.

As a teacher I am able to observe my 
students benefitting from the bead bars 
on a daily basis. Children not only ex-
plore this material during their early stag-
es of counting, but also continue their 
exploration with the bead bars when 

being introduced to multiples, squar-
ing, cubing, square root, cube root, etc. 
Those bead bars are always there when 
you need them! I don’t think a day goes 
by in the classroom where I don’t see a 
child doing just what I did when I was 
their age, carefully counting each bead, 
one by one, in full concentration.

Throughout the course of my train-
ing, I found the bead bars were the ma-
terial that I came to appreciate the most. 
I continuously thought to myself: “Dr. 
Maria Montessori was nothing short of 
a genius.” The amount of presentations 
that can be given in math based on one 
material is incredible. With each bead 
counted, one by one, as early as Pri-
mary, a child is setting the groundwork 
for learning their multiplication facts 
and later, in Elementary, that same child 
uses that same material to easily solve 
the square root of twenty-five without 
blinking an eye.

We often speak about our Montes-
sori community as family and, in a way, 
Montessori materials are family too. 
They are an integral part of us, shaping 
how we express ourselves and helping 
us understand the world around us.

—Meaghan Wheeler,  
Lower Elementary Directress
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“R
acks and Tubes. Seriously? This is a Montessori 
math material? Was Maria Montessori a mad 
scientist? Was she running some sort of torture 
chamber? Should I run away now?” These were 

my thoughts at the Montessori training center in 1990, when I 
was told the name of the next day’s lesson.
With sweaty palms and nerves quivering, I entered the center 
the next morning and saw an intriguing and colorful material. 
The mysterious racks and tubes that we 
were to learn that day must be lurking, I 
thought to myself. Then my life changed.

The apparatus on the table was in-
deed the racks and tubes. Harmless! Cer-
tainly not boring. Long division was what 
we were learning that day, using the math 
material called Racks and Tubes. Well, 
not just learning, but exploring, discov-
ering, investigating. 

When children enter the Elemen-
tary Program, they are beginning to need 
more than just a bead frame to do their 
calculations. At the Primary level, the 
children have used the stamp game to 
divide, using small wooden “skittles” to 
share out. The child has begun the jour-
ney toward abstracting the process of 
long division. The general appearance of 
these division materials remains the same 
throughout the levels, yet the concepts 
get deeper and more complex. 

To describe Racks and Tubes, and the 
steps involved, is difficult on paper, near-
ly impossible actually. There are wooden 
boards (all different) with round indenta-
tions, beads (all of different value), and 
skittles of various colors. In order to solve 
a division problem, we need to coordinate all of these pieces 
specifically for that equation. We set out five blue skittles (not 
the candy but little wooden pieces) and four green to represent 
a divisor of 54. We then take the little beads, which are all lined 
up like peas in a pod, ten to a tube, ten tubes to a block. Count-
ing out our dividend, we place them in little cups, one cup per 
place value. 

Once set up, the real fun begins. The exercise demands 
patience and precision. One tube of ten that is short a bead, 
or has eleven instead of ten, will wreak havoc on the outcome. 
This is not a material to rush through. One must move slowly, 
from beginning to end, savoring each moment. Long division 

becomes an intricate game, whether solitary or with a friend, 
and the child gets completely caught up. There is no intellec-
tual exhaustion, but a lot of movement and attention. When all 
of the cups of beads are finished being shared out and traded 
in, the final remainder is written down on paper, along with the 
quotient. Looking up at the clock, the students realize they’ve 
been concentrating for over thirty minutes, maybe more. 

Once the child has “played the game” of Racks and Tubes 
over a period of time, he spontaneously 
comes to the realization that he can clearly 
visualize the process of algorithm in long 
division. The process is shortened until 
one day, the material is put away on the 
shelf, and the child takes a deep breath 
of pride, solving long division problems 
on paper. I have heard many a child say, 
“I don’t need the material anymore. I can 
do this in my head!”

In my own education, long division 
was not a game. The process created fa-
tigue and frustration. Once the code was 
unlocked and the algorithm learned, I 
was done, happy to never see another 
long division problem in my life. The 
remaining problem was that anything I 
wanted to do in life would require a long 
division problem somewhere along the 
line. It was a grim reality.

Learning the racks and tubes as an 
adult with big, clumsy fingers and eyes 
(that can barely see let alone count small 
beads in a tube) was indeed a little bit of 
torture. But only at the beginning. Dur-
ing one intense afternoon of practicing 
materials in the training center, I finally 
got it. I saw the whole thing. I shouted 

out! I could feel the heat of the imaginary light bulb glowing 
above my head. I quickly fell madly in love with this piece of 
brilliance invented by Dr. Montessori. It was my “a-ha!” mo-
ment. And now, I get to witness the children in the classroom 
having their “a-ha!” moment many times over the years. Each 
time, I know exactly what they are experiencing and the joy and 
pride of the moment, the satisfaction of having accomplished 
something they didn’t even know existed. 

—By Elizabeth Zobel,  

Upper Elementary Directress

Racks 
& 

Tubes
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Simultaneous with increased research on 

brain development and education, Montes-

sori adolescent programs have been on 

the rise in number and quality within the 

past decade. As our own Middle School 

celebrates its ten year anniversary, this is a 

time of reflection, ongoing research and 

celebration. In the 1900’s, Dr. Montessori 

spoke of the importance of developing 

environments specifically designed to sup-

port each Plane of Human Development, 

which by mainstream standards now falls 

into the category of 21st Century Learning 

skills. Was she ahead of her time? Or did 

“the times” and our awareness as educa-

tors simply have to catch up to the genius 

fundamentals of an approach to educa-

tion responsive to human development? 

Dr. Montessori believed if those tenets are 

followed, the formula is fairly straightfor-

ward for helping to develop independent, 

creative and inspired citizens of the world.

A good Montessori school will serve 

the stages of development unlike any other 

approach to education, and a thriving 

Elementary Program will produce students 

who have been so engaged with learning, 

discovery and invention through the Mon-

tessori materials, they are magnificently 

prepared to embrace a wide range of new 

Practical Life “materials” that await them at 

Middle School. 

The Great Lessons and Key Lessons 

of the Elementary years are replaced with 

natural and cosmic encounters through 

rigorous outdoor expeditions, scientific 

exploration, language, cooking and land-

based education. The desire to extend 

themselves toward the greater world 

comes as a natural extension of in-house 

and daily leadership and on-site commu-

nity service. We are not practicing for life, 

but rather, living it in a working atmosphere 

that supports both group work and indi-

vidual pursuits. While the Prepared Environ-

ment of the Middle School looks different 

from the environments of the Toddler, 

Primary and Elementary students, it is still 

an environment of beauty and order. Work 

spaces are more specifically designed for 

particular purposes and most of the tools 

and supplies beyond those needed for 

science, music, art and academics, exist for 

the purpose of community living.

Dr. Montessori envisioned hands-on 

learning at all stages. Our Middle School 

provides opportunities for students to 

manipulate materials in each of their 

classes to enrich their learning experience. 

This happens in a range of different ways. 

From hypothesis testing in the science 

lab to acting Shakespeare in class, they 

are daily practices. And at the culmina-

tion of a Montessori education there are 

the more obvious community events like 

Market Place, Integrated Projects, Rube 

Goldberg, the Science Olympiad. Service at 

the local shelters and food bank are simply 

extensions of mastery and interest that are 

developing naturally through the emerging 

personalities of our students. Because they 

are members of a community that is safe, 

personal and encouraging, they are able to 

develop the qualities of accountability, self-

awareness and responsibility in our urban 

model that Dr. Montessori inspired with 

her brilliant work on the Erdkinder. We are 

inspired by her example and her insistence 

on a joyful, productive education. Dr. Mon-

tessori wrote, “Joy, feeling one’s own value, 

being appreciated and loved by others, 

feeling useful and capable of production 

are all factors of enormous value for the 

human soul.” 

—Ramani DeAlwis,  

Middle School Director

Dear Parents and Friends,
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Dobson Cooper 

Holding Materials in my Hands

I entered The Montessori School in my 4th year from Public 

School. I noticed immediately the rows of desks were gone 

and students found joy in their learning.

There were many Montessori materials I connected with 

immediately; definitely some more than others. In a short time 

I began to understand and learn better just by holding each 

material in my hand and manipulating to get an outcome. 

Most often successful. Sometimes not!

I really connected with the Checkerboard. It was amazing 

to use beads to learn how to multiply. The Checkerboard was 

the perfect match for me. I would sit there with the beads 

and multiply numbers with the easy steps Dr. Montessori de-

veloped. Now, so many years later, sometimes in math class I 

picture the Checkerboard and work on my multiplication that 

way. As a student who used these materials in Upper Elemen-

tary I had several moments of wonder. “How did she ever do 

that?”, I asked myself. It sure helped me. 

Sam Czaja

My Aha! Moment

I usually don’t understand 

everything perfectly well the 

first time around. That is why 

I have always felt that I was 

best suited to achieve in an 

environment like Montessori. 

Lucky me I have had that 

positive influence my entire 

life. I distinctly remember 

being assigned to present the 

Checkerboard for parent night 

in my second year of Lower 

Elementary. I remember the 

lesson when I learned it, but 

I clearly did not understand 

much because when the time 

came to practice presenting, 

I couldn’t get a single correct 

answer. After an emotional 

morning of ridiculous answers 

and failed attempts, something 

clicked. It seemed as if I was 

invited into a new place that I 

had previouly been locked out 

of. Or that is what I thought. 

Looking back at it, it was 

more like I couldn’t find the 

doorknob. After I got the first 

question correct it just got easier 

and easier. That night I felt so 

prepared to present. I looked 

forward to coming to school at 

six o’clock and to clearly being 

the master of the Checkerboard.
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Emily Malner 

In My Mother’s Footsteps

I arrived in Primary following in my mother’s 

footsteps. She is an Alumna of this school. I was 

excited and very quickly realized I loved using 

materials to learn. I remember my favorite mate-

rial as a young Primary student without any hes-

itation were the Sandpaper Letters. I took it off 

the shelf and worked on it every day. They were 

made of sandpaper and put on a wooden board. 

Dr. Montessori called them the Sandpaper Let-

ters. I have a memory of asking my teacher if 

I could use them and practice or if she could 

introduce new letters to me. I remember when 

I mastered them I gave lessons to my younger, 

newer friends.The Sandpaper Letters helped me 

to understand how to improve my writing and 

see the shape of the letters. I am a very visual 

and hands-on learner, so I engaged using them 

very much. Each time I traced them I remember 

trying to commit the sound to memory. To this 

day I remember that exercise with fondness and 

excitement.

Kika Bruni 

Experiencing the 
Checkerboard

From Primary to my early 

Elementary years I loved the 

Stamp Game. The way that 

all of the tiles were different 

colors for different numbers 

—just made so much sense! 

I also, however, loved the 

Bead Chains; I still associate 

certain numbers with certain 

chain colors because of 

them! Once I graduated from 

Lower El and started my 

transition to Upper El, I was 

shocked that there was no 

Stamp Game and no Bead 

Chains! I was very flustered 

until the day came for the 

Checkerboard lesson. At first 

glance the Checkerboard 

was confusing. But then I saw 

the blocks of color for tens, 

hundreds, and thousands 

were the same as they were 

on the Stamp Game! And the 

beads that were placed on 

the board for multiplication 

were just like the little 

sections of the Bead Chain, 

the colors even matched up! 

The Checkerboard was just 

a combination of the two 

materials that were closest 

to my heart and even to 

this day I believe that my 

passion for math all started 

when I first experienced the 

Checkerboard. 
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Lucia Wiggers 

Going Solo

I remember being a Sixth Year 

camping in Maine for our end 

of the year expedition. This was 

only my second time camping 

ever, but I was eager for another 

adventure. On the last night 

of the trip, we were given the 

option of camping solo on an island for the night. Our 

teacher threw each of us a tent and told us we were on 

our own. Naturally I was scared, fending for myself like 

that. But I was excited to test my new-found camping 

skills, along with my will. I hesitantly walked around 

for a while, looking over my shoulder and carefully placing my steps. Finally, I 

realized that there was nothing to be afraid of and that this was one of the coolest 

opportunities I ever had, and I should take advantage of it. I started to enjoy myself, 

and had fun setting up my tent and eventually easing into my sleeping bag. It was 

a very satisfying feeling knowing that I could take care of myself out in the boonies 

like that (even if it wasn’t 

very extreme) and not 

lose my wits. Through 

that experience, I was able 

to trust myself more and 

connect with nature.

Marion Yingling

Expedition Memory

One of my most memorable moments during an expedition was during the West 
Virginia year end trip. We hiked up to Seneca Rocks with an expedition guide to 
go rock climbing and rappelling. I chose to climb to the top of the rocks to rap-
pel, and although extremely windy, it was truly amazing. It’s almost impossible to 
describe the view we had from the top. It was stunning, hazy, beautiful. After the 
view, there was only one way down. Down the sheer rock cliff to the rest of the 
group more than a few hundred feet below. I’ve never really been afraid of heights, 
but when you’re standing at the top of a sheer cliff about to descent backwards on 
a thin rope… Adrenaline. I overcame a fear that day. A fear I hardly knew I had. As 
I lowered myself to solid ground, I chose to do so slowly. I don’t know how many 
times I’ll be able to see that view again, and it was stunning. Just me and the rocks 
and the rolling hills around me.
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Thomas Bogaev

Advocating for  
Myself

Throughout my years at The 
Montessori School, I have 
learned to advocate for my-
self even if I felt uncomfort-
able. I was conflicted with 
either having to disappoint 
someone, or be a student 
rather than a servant. After 
looking at my deportment 
assessment, I realized that I 
did have to be strong. This 
allowed me to be very con-
fident. I began to flex my 
muscles.

I was given the oppor-
tunity to attend this school 
and shape my character. 
This will help in countless 
instances throughout my 
future. Although I may not 
remember every mistake or 
accomplishment that I have 
made, every improvement 
made throughout the years 
has changed me. I will enter 
Weston High School ready 
to learn. In fact, I imagine 
that I will be one of the 
most prepared kids in my 
class. I have never regretted 
the decision to attend The 
Montessori Middle School. 
What I have accomplished 
seems exciting to me. Even 
when this incredible experi-
ence begins to fade, I will 
never forget how this School 
has nurtured being kind, 
confident, and hardwork-
ing. Thank you teachers. 
This place will remain in my 
heart.

Zachary Brace 

Life Lessons and Preparation

Ever since I could remember, this school has been 

everything I have known. I have had 11 years of life 

lessons and preparation for what is ahead of me. I 

don’t know what life will hold for me, but I know that I 

have received the best preparation I could. Throughout 

the four stages I’ve been through at this school I’ve learned many very valuable 

lessons, the most important one being how to be independent.

As Colin Powell once said, “There are no secrets to success. It is the result 

of preparation, hard work, and learning from failure.” After reading this quote 

enough times, I thought to myself how well I was prepared by this school. I will 

have to work hard to be successful, and I know I will fail from time to time. I don’t 

know what role I want to play yet in the world, but I am ready to have a big role. 

I don’t just want to be another person, I want to be an individual who will make a 

difference.

Isabella Johansson

When Opportunity Knocks

I have been at this school for almost a decade, and for 

over half of my life. It’s kind of strange to think of it in that 

way, but it is the truth. And even if I am ready to move 

on and venture out into the murkier, deeper water, I will 

never regret the time I spent at this school. The good and 

the bad, however my memories may be, I will take them 

with me through this inevitable journey of maturity. 

As Milton Berle once said, “If opportunity doesn’t 

knock, build a door.” As we step out into the open, 

finding our own path in life with each step we take, we 

stumble over roots and sharp rocks, fight past the clawing 

thorn bushes, traverse into cool flowing streams. Our 

curiosity builds slowly as we travel further away from our 

beginnings, so we can eventually find out who we truly 

are in this little thing called life. And when I get to the 

point where I need to make my own opportunities, I will 

think of this school and the little girl looking for adventure. 

With a small smile and renewed confidence, I will happily 

get to work on my door.
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Graduates 
2014

Thomas Ryan Bogaev WESTON HIGH SCHOOL

Zachary Benham Brace TRUMBULL HIGH SCHOOL 

Francesca Bruni ST. ANDREW’S

John Dobson Cooper STAPLES HIGH SCHOOL

Sam David Czaja BLAIR ACADEMy  

Emily Elizabeth Malner POSTGRAD yEAR AT THE MONTESSORI MIDDLE SCHOOL

Isabella Johansson ASPEN HIGH SCHOOL

Marion Margaret Yingling HOME SCHOOL

Lucia Costanza Wiggers ST. LUKE’S SCHOOL 
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My name is Bayindir Eser Citak, and as a graduate of The Montessori 
Middle School Charter Class of 2006, I am honored to speak 

to you about the impact my years here have made in my life. 

I have a unique story to tell. My parents came to the United States from Turkey 

in the 1980’s and I grew up speaking Turkish. I didn’t begin Montessori as a Toddler… 

or during Primary years. I didn’t begin in Elementary. No, I didn’t begin until Middle 

School. By some standards, I was very late to Montessori. But it didn’t seem late to me. 

It seemed just in time to save my life. 

I didn’t just do as much as I could. I did more than I thought was ever possible. I 

joined the running team. I, who didn’t run, went on to run track in high school. I went 

rock climbing. I, who had a terrible fear of heights, enjoy rock climbing to this day. I 

wrote and performed a series of Montessori-themed skits for an audience. I, who once 

suffered awful stage fright, went on to perform in voice recitals and musicals every year. I did all these things, and 

much, much more. And now I have a confession to make. I so loved my experience of being at the school (then 

on France Street) that I would go there on the weekends when no one was around. The place would be empty, but 

there I’d be. I’d read books. I’d play the piano. I’d found a home. I still feel that way to this day.

Coming here to speak to you today, I want to tell you how my years here launched me into a world marked by 

diversity that I was able to embrace. What I received at The Montessori School were the building blocks to become 

a citizen of the world. The foundation for that was a deep kindness, respect for one another and a reverence for oth-

er cultures —including my own. We 

studied history and geography. We 

went on adventures, big adventures. 

Our graduation trip to the national 

parks in Moab, Utah showed us not 

only how spectacular and grand this 

country was, but more importantly, 

as a class, we bonded for life. We 

grew in self-assurance and inner 

strength. For a generation like ours 

that will need to function as easily on 

the international platform as we do 

at home, Montessori has prepared 

us extremely well. What you have 

been given is no less than a way to move with confidence and pride in the world. you have the tools to immerse 

yourselves in the culture of wherever you are —your new high school, your college, and your life. 

The sense of adventure you have been given here will last if you keep it alive inside yourselves. This challenge I 

give to you. As fellow Montessorians, we have been challenged to make this world a better place. With “passion and 

compassion”, that’s what our mission statement says; for all cultures in all places. Let’s do our best to make it so.

My congratulations to you....the class of 2014. Shine on!

Montessori School alums supporting the Graduates
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Born to be  
a Montessorian

I 
believe I was to be a Mon-
tessorian from the time I 
was conceived. My Primary, 
Elementary and Middle 

School years had been carved 
in stone.

The Montessori classroom 
excited me and the materials 
were both engaging, real and 
always very challenging.

The possibility to learn by 
touching and feeling was such 
an engaging experience. In my 
early Primary years, I loved 
the pink tower. It was one 
of those ritualistic materials 
where no day in the classroom 
would have been complete 
if I had not worked with it. I 
also remember working with 
the puzzle maps of the world. 
My friend Samyukt and I used 
to select a few puzzle maps 
each day. We would quiz each 
other and trace around each 
puzzle piece hundreds of 
times over. I imagine that Dr. 

Montessori, in her thinking 
about human development, 
decided that tracing each map 
will commit the name and 
shape to memory. When I left 
the Primary classroom, I pret-
ty much knew every country 
and could identify them by 
name. My love for Geography 
was completely born inside 
the four walls of my Primary 
classroom.

When I moved on to El-
ementary, the materials in Ge-
ography had expanded, and 
I also had a opportunity to 
begin studying history. We be-
gan each year with the stories 
of the great lessons. My teach-
ers used to act out each story 
in a magical way and have 
props to support each story. At 
such a young age those stories 
were memorable, captivating 
and very thought provoking. 
The cards of the Presidents 
of the United States and the 

Pin Maps were my absolute 
favorite. I remember that my 
teacher at that time thought 
that I was taking these maps 
out to avoid other work, but 
the real truth was that my 
thirst for learning more about 
the world was always there. 
The Pin Maps were extensions 
of the Puzzle Maps. I learned 
flags of countries as well as 
capitals of the world pretty 
easily from them. 

Moving on, I subsequent-
ly won the Geography Bee in 
Upper El and it was entirely 
due to the fact that I had im-
mersed myself wholly and 
completely in these materials. 
In math, I found the Long 
Chains exciting: testing my 
math skills in a different way. I 
think the length of each chain 
always made me feel like I was 
not only skip counting and 
learning my multiplication ta-
bles indirectly, but I was asked 

to do what I thought was “big 
work” and when I finished, it 
made me feel as though I ac-
complished something huge. 

I made a comfortable 
transition to The Middle 
School and even though Dr. 
Montessori did not create ma-
terials for this age, she made 
it known that adolescents 
should connect with nature. 
My peers and I had many 
wonderful outdoor expedi-
tions. The opportunities that 
were given to us to connect 
with nature was unique and 
exceptional. It was indeed a 
great finale to my Montessori 
education.

It was these amazing 12 
years that gave me an endur-
ing education and memories 
to hold onto each and every 
day.

—Nico Lob,  

Montessori Graduate 2012



17

MMontessori and I go way back. As a stu-
dent at the Child’s Work Center in Nor-
walk, the predecessor of our current 
school, Montessori played a pivotal role in 
shaping my early education. I am fiercely 
proud of my Montessori education and 
the opportunities it has afforded me. I 
carry with me beautiful memories of my 
time at The Child’s Work Center.

When asked, as a former 
Montessori student, which 
Montessori material held 
significance for me during 
my early years, the Dressing 
Frames immediately popped 
into my head. If you are not 
familiar with Dressing Frames, 
they are a set of wooden 
frames of material in Primary 
Classrooms that serve to teach 
the child practical life applica-
tions of buttoning, zippering 
and tying. Why did I think of 
the humble Dressing Frames? 
At first, I didn’t know. Was it 
because they occupied a spe-
cial place on the wall next to 
the largest most inviting, sun-
ny work space in the whole room? Was 
it because they fit so wonderfully in my 
little hands when I pulled them from the 
wall? The simple answer is that they were 
a chance to practice something of impor-
tance to me at that time; getting dressed. 
The more complex answer didn’t reveal 
itself to me until later in my adult life. 

Anyone who knows me well is aware 
that I love textiles and getting dressed in 
the morning! I enjoy studying how fab-
rics move, the color they embody and 
how they are combined. Clothing is an 

Standing 
the Test of Time

extension of how we express ourselves 
while providing us with body awareness 
and the self-confidence we need to face 
each day. On a personal level, fashion rep-
resents a passion that I find myself return-
ing to again and again. 

Fast forward to the moment I chose 
Montessori as an education for my chil-
dren, and the Dressing Frames took on a 

whole new meaning. Suddenly, I wasn’t 
the one struggling to perfect my fine mo-
tor skills—it was my sons. Every Montes-
sori parent knows it is a thing of beauty 
when their toddler or primary child puts 
on his or her coat for the first time by 
themselves; it is even more special when 
they can complete the finishing touches 
of pulling up the zipper or buttoning the 
coat. The intrinsic satisfaction they get 
from being able to dress themselves is at 
the heart of the dressing frame lessons. 
Furthermore, the joy children feel at real-

izing their independence is magical. 
When I became a member of the 

Board of Trustees, the lessons in the class-
room took on a more philosophical bent. 
It became clear that every child at Montes-
sori (or elsewhere) ought to have the right 
to feel good about themselves via skills 
that teach self-worth and independence. 
Feeling the joy of independence that 

comes with getting dressed on 
one’s own is an essential part 
of every child’s growth. 

That’s one of the many 
special things about Montes-
sori: the materials and the 
lessons taught stand the test 
of time. All these years later, 
the dressing frames and their 
lesson continue to benefit my 
life, those of my children and 
all the children in our school. 
In their own way, those mate-
rials unlocked the door to cel-
ebrating my own individuality 
for years to come. All Montes-
sori materials provide children 
with the opportunity to think 
constructively and creatively. 

These materials help children express 
themselves as individuals and also com-
prehend that they are part of a greater 
community as they make their way in the 
world. Whether used in our School 50 
years ago, or in the present day, Montes-
sori materials are still relevant. And, they 
will continue to be germane and have the 
power to ”fashion” future generations in 
ways beyond our imagination.   

—Amy Serrano, Parent and  

Montessori School Alumna
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This year our school celebrated 
our 50th! Fifty years of educating 
children, supporting families, 
creating community.

On the evening of May 31st 
we celebrated two things: those 
50 years of community, and a 
toast to our future as a school—
and our future selves.

Every year, our current 
families and staff come together 
on auction night to celebrate 
the year and support the 
school, financially and with the 
good cheer of people working 
together. This year was different 
— it was more. Retired teachers 
from far and wide, Montessori 
alum parents whose children 
are in high school, college 
and beyond, grandparents on 
the arms of their children, and 
friends past and present, joined 
current parents, Board and Staff 
in ceremony and celebration. 
The whole of it underscored the 
pull and strength of those past 
fifty years and offered a glimpse 
of the essence of our next fifty 
years and beyond.

Like a healthy ecosystem, at 
The Montessori School every 
person plays a part so that 
together the whole is greater 
than the sum of those individual 
parts. Our teachers have learned 
their craft and earned their 
degrees, and continue to refine 
it through self-study, formal 
courses, and visits to other 
schools; they study Montessori 
education and they observe 
our students, as learners and as 
people. Our students learn and 
grow and we have faith that they 
will become the best selves they 
can be. Our parents choose 
this school for education, yes; 
but also, for the community, to 
raise their children in a place 
that offers more than excellent 
math skills and a love of reading, 
more than an appreciation for art 
and music, and more than that 
well-earned, sweaty score on the 
soccer field. Our administrators 
tend to the practical details 
without which there would be 
no classrooms to teach in, no 
fields to play on, no students to 

be challenged, no parents who 
enjoy the joys and the challenges 
of parenting with the support 
of one another. The lights are 
on, the bills are paid; a broken 
window is fixed and made better 
than before; the computers 
hum, important information 
is shared and organized; new 
students and moms and dads are 
toured and enlightened about 
Montessori. Welcome! 

Part of that ecosystem is 
the piece that completes our 
budget every year with charitable 
gifts. For six straight years, 100% 
of our Staff have supported 
Annual Giving—beyond their 
work and devotion, everyone 
donated something from their 
pocketbooks. Everyone! This is 
an enormous point of pride for 
us all, and makes a statement 
loud and clear about our Staff’s 
belief in, and support of, this 
amazing school.

They do this because our 
school’s budget intentionally 
works at a deficit which is filled 
every year by charitable gifts. It’s 
not unique to our school—every 
non-profit private school and 
college and university functions 
in this way. So we educate 
and encourage and ask staff 
members and parents and 
alumni families and grandparents 
and corporations and 
foundations and many friends 
for help, every year. And every 
year, we are answered “yES! We 
will help!” Some gifts are very 
large. Some gifts are quite small. 
But regardless of the amount, 
EVERy gift is valued at our 
school because of the message 
it sends—it demonstrates that 
each donor is casting a vote of 
support for our school. Every 
family has different economic 
circumstances and therefore 
every gift will of course be 
different. But a gift is something 
voluntary, underscoring the 
support of the mission of 
the whole school. It also 
demonstrates an understanding 
of how the school works—that 
we charge tuition at a rate 
lower than the full cost of our 

expenses in order to ensure 
that the school is as affordable 
as possible to as many families 
as possible. This, combined 
with tuition assistance, keeps 
our school at the very top of 
affordability and diversity (in all 
possible ways). 

EVERy gift is valued and 
needed, regardless of its size. 
It is true that our school needs 
large gifts—and we are blessed 
to receive the generosity of 
many people who have the 
resources to do so. It’s important 
that we send the message—“it 
very much matters what one 
gives”. That encourages and 
honors thoughtful consideration 
of support and the fact is, the 
larger the gift, the more it helps 
the school’s bottom line. Many 
folks really stretch to give what 
they do and we celebrate that 
particular generosity. While we 
do not ever want to discourage 
large gifts by implying that the 
amount is irrelevant, we want to 
clearly articulate that the MOST 
IMPORTANT element of giving is 
the GIVING ITSELF.  

Our school needs every 
gift, big and small. The most 
important part of Annual Giving 
is the actual act of giving. This 
ACT OF GIVING is important 
because…

… it casts a vote for the school 
and its mission

… it evinces an understanding of 
how the school works (with 
understanding comes deeper 
commitment)

… it supports a diverse and 
inclusionary environment

…  it demonstrates a strong 
school worthy of external 
philanthropy.

Our deepest gratitude to all 
of you who were part of our 
50th celebrations in presence 
and in spirit, and have supported 
our school, in myriad ways, 
over those fifty years. you have 
helped shape our past, enhance 
the present and we look forward 
to our future, together!.

—Lisa Potter
Director of Development
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A Blessing for The Montessori School 

on its 50th Anniversary

In late August 1964 a Montessori class hatched on a porch in East 

Norwalk and a year later morphed into The Child’s Work Center 

which later became The Montessori School. It was blessed…

•	 with ten very young, full-of-life children,

•	 with three inspired Montessori mothers and three supportive 

fathers,

•	 with a trained Montessori guide who created the first Montes-

sori learning environment ever in Norwalk,

•	 and with an enlightened community ready for a creative and 

dynamic new model of learning—that 40 years earlier lit a bea-

con of hope that flashed the possibility of developing peaceful 

children and a peaceful world.

These founding children (now alumni), these founding fami-

lies, this founding community, in concert with children, parents, 

and families who over 50 years have crowded the hallways and 

classrooms of The Montessori School, join together offering 

their blessings, their support, praying that our School never loses 

touch with the fundamental and essential Montessori principles 

that have shaped their lives.

—Pat and Larry Schaefer 

May 31, 2014
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as she retired as our 
Head of School. The 
afternoon began with an Af-
rican drumming and dancing 
ceremony in Mary’s honor 
featuring the participation 
of current students and staff. 
The pageantry was inspired 
by Mary’s longtime love of 
her days spent in Africa dur-
ing her early years as an edu-

cator. The entire crowd of hundreds then processed across 
school grounds, to the beat of the drums, gathering at the base 
of a serene Meditation Garden that had been created to honor 
Mary and was now to be formally dedicated. David Godfrey, 
Board President opened the dedication: 

“Today we are all here to honor Mary Zeman. Mary’s con-
nection to the school began when her children, Jobie and Ben, 
now parents themselves, were students in the school. This 
school was founded by Pat and Larry Schaefer and nurtured 
by Karin Saltzman, and then Mary Zeman who, over three 
decades of selfless service to this community helped to mold 
it into the community we all cherish. She came to the school 
with no formal Montessori training, but has become an influ-
ential and respected member of the international Montessori 
community.” 

In describing the process of choosing a Meditation Gar-
den as a way to represent Mary’s legacy, he continued:

“When we thought about a way to honor Mary Zeman 
and all that she has given our school across three decades, the 
idea of a meditation garden came to mind. A garden that was 
tucked into the heart of the school, but offered the traveler a 
place of quiet reflection. The garden would be circular, sym-
bolizing the connectedness of Life. It would have a majestic 
point of entry and its plantings would be simple and designed 
to grow to create a place apart. There would be a place for 
resting and there would be a water feature at the center of 
it all—a shallow basin. The idea for a copper basin came to 
mind as it could be touched (hammered) by all the children as 

a way of assuring their permanent participation in the garden 
that honors Mary. As we thought about ways to invoke Mary’s 
spirit in words, we returned again and again to the truth that 
when there was something to figure out, rather than offer-
ing us the answers, Mary always invited us to look within 
our own selves for the answers. Hence the words etched on 
the rim of the basin In reflecting inward, we journey toward the 

answers. The words are punctuated with symbols indigent to 
our school—sunshines and hearts. The bronze plaque affixed 
to the cornerstone of the garden’s entryway formally dedicates 
this sacred space in Mary’s honor.”

A pouring ceremony followed, in which Mary was joined 
by Primary, Elementary and Middle School students. Formal 
words of gratitude were offered by Montessori School Alum-
na, Callie Ferguson, and gifts of passage were bestowed by 
current students—Toddlers through Middle School. Mary of-
fered words in response at which time everyone joined in for 
several rounds of Come Follow Follow, the song with which 
we end our Friday Gatherings, before returning to the main 
play yard, jazz music and a quintessential Montessori School 
Potluck Picnic.

Though a single day could never adequately convey a 
community’s gratitude to one who gave so thoroughly for so 
long, the ethos of the afternoon was the very essence of our 
school culture and in that way manifest that for which Mary 
worked tirelessly across three decades.

On sunny Sunday 

afternoon, June 

1st, over 300 

friends including 

current students 

and parents, 

alumni families, 

Board members, 

grandparents and 

current and past 

staff gathered 

to pay tribute to 

Mary Zeman 
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We bid fond farewell to 

our Interim Headmaster, 

David Blanchard, and 

remain deeply thankful 

for his leadership during 

this year of transition. 

We wish him the very 

best in his retirement! 

Congratulations to 

Montessori School 

Nappers Associate 

and Toddler/Primary 

Resource Support, 

Erin Clark and Primary 

Assistant, Annie 

Armugum, on their 

completion of the 

AMI Assistants’ course, 

earning their diplomas 

this past spring. 

We offer gratitude 

to Susan Clark, 

Upper Elementary 

Directress, who served 

as Guest Lecturer, 

Course Assistant and 

Album Reader for this 

summer’s session 

of AMI Elementary 

Teacher Training at The 

Montessori Training 

Center of New England 

in Hartford, CT.

We are grateful to 

Marissa Ferguson, 

Design Specialist and 

Wall Artist, as she retires 

her paintbrush for 

our school. Although 

Marissa will not be with 

us on a regular basis, we 

will continue to enjoy 

the gifts of her creativity 

through Auction and 

other special projects.

Cheers to Nicole 

Jarrin, Toddler Assistant, 

who has completed 

her first summer of AMI 

Assistance to Infancy 

(Toddler) Training at the 

Montessori Institute in 

Denver, Colorado.

We celebrate Jennie 

Paragarino, Primary 

Directress, who 

completed her AMI 

Primary Teacher training, 

graduating from the 

Montessori Training 

Center of New England 

in Hartford, CT.

We extend a hearty 

welcome and blessing 

to Sarah Walker, The 

Montessori School’s 

new Head of School. We 

look forward to Sarah’s 

inspiration, leadership 

and vision as we begin 

a new chapter in the life 

of our school and chart 

the course of our next 

half century!   

To departing staff 

members Meaghan 

Wheeler, Kate 

Caporale and Trish 

Giannakopoulos, we 

wish them well in new 

lands, with new students 

and new horizons!

We offer love and 

thanksgiving to Mary 

Zeman, as she retires 

as Head of School 

following a year’s 

sabbatical leave. Mary 

gave over three decades 

of selfless service to our 

school, helping to mold 

it into the community 

we all cherish. Her 

legacy lives on in the 

values we hold dear and 

the culture we uphold. 
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We are delighted to welcome 

Bayindir Citak (MS 2006), 

Anina Hoffman (MS 2012), 

Shelly Lindo (MS 2008), Will 

McCalpin (UE 2002) and 

Jonathan Piazza-Harper 

to the roster of Alumni 

Ambassadors!

Liz Anderson is currently 

attending the Culinary Institute 

of America; sister Sarah 

Anderson graduated from 

Hollins University in 2011 with 

honors in Philosophy and 

English, and is currently in 

Fujioka, Japan teaching English.

Nora Dominick (UE 2007) 

writes “I have just wrapped up 

my freshman year at Emerson 

College in Boston, MA as a 

Writing for Film/TV major. I 

am currently interning in NyC 

for TheaterMania, an online 

Broadway discount website. 

I have taken Broadway by 

storm this summer by working 

backstage at the 59th Annual 

Drama Desk Awards and 

attending the 68th Annual 

Tony Awards. I’ve gotten to 

meet some incredible people 

including Neil Patrick Harris, 

Sutton Foster, Bryan Cranston 

and Audra McDonald. I can’t 

wait to return to Emerson 

College in the fall and continue 

working towards my goal of 

being a writer.” 

Katherine Fennell (MS 

2013) enjoyed her first year at 

Stuyvesant High School in New 

york City. She joined the debate 

team and will be attending the 

National Symposium for Debate 

(NSD) to prepare for next year!

Anina Hoffman (MS 2013) 

writes “I am spending the 

summer in Spain and look 

forward to being a three season 

runner again at Staples High 

School next year!”

Michael Kimball (MS 2013) 

played football at Fairfield 

College Preparatory School and 

is excited to start school as a 

sophomore this fall.

Anish Kosanam (MS 2013), 

was on both the basketball and 

math teams at Greens Farms 

Academy this past year, and 

is looking forward to playing 

soccer next fall.

Kathleen Kranzlin (MS 2008) 

is currently a Behavioral Biology 

and Global Environmental 

Change and Sustainability 

double major at Johns Hopkins 

University. She has been on the 

Dean’s List for the past year, 

and is on executive boards for 

both the Alphi Phi sorority and 

her modern dance company. 

Kathleen is currently working 

at the Johns Hopkins medical 

campus, in the lab located in 

the Wilmer Eye Institute that 

has successfully grown human 

retinas from iPSC cells.

Chris Martensson (MS 2012) 

and his teammates from 

the Norwalk River Rowing 

Association won the silver medal 

in the mens’ varsity lightweight 

four+ boat at the Mercer Lake 

Sprints Regatta in Princeton, NJ 

in April. 

Kelly McKenna (MS 2013) 

won the Philip Klein Emerging 

Leadership Award this year at St. 

Luke’s School. As a result, she 

attended a three week Outward 

Bound course in Maine this 

summer. After returning, she will 

continue her summer with trips 

to American University and Duke 

University for ID Soccer camps. 

Maya Kumar (MS 2008) will 

be attending Lesley University 

in Cambridge, MA where she 

intends to study Art Therapy. 

During the summer she is 

volunteering with Operation 

Hope.

Montessori Alums Priya 

Gupta, Lucas Kesselman, 

Drew Kimball, Jeremy Platt, 

Harrison Potter and Kyle 

Wolfe enjoyed their Senior 

Prom at Greens Farms Academy.

Shelly Lindo (MS 2008) is 

entering her junior year at the 

University of Rhode Island, 

studying Health Services with a 

General Business minor. She’s 

been on the Women’s Track 

Team for two years and enjoys 

competing! She looks forward 

to working this summer, and 

returning to URI in August 

where she will be an Athletic 

Orientation Leader to help 

incoming freshmen adjust to 

college life. 

AlumNoTes
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Bella Pisano (MS 2011) 

returned to MDA Camp in 

Sherman Lake, Michigan 

this summer as a volunteer 

counselor for campers with 

Muscular Dystrophy.  She also 

spent three weeks at Brown 

University’s Pre College Program 

enrolled in an“Introduction to 

Clinical Psychology” course.  

When she was home Bella 

interned at Enterprise Analysis 

Corporation in Stamford, 

a specialty consulting firm 

providing strategic consulting, 

business development, and 

research services to medical, 

life-science, and animal-nutrition 

organizations worldwide.

Gaby Pisano (MS 2013) 

enjoyed her final summer as a 

camper at Eisner Camp in Great 

Barrington, Massachusetts.  She 

is looking forward to starting her 

sophomore year at Millbrook 

School, a boarding school in 

Millbrook, New york where she 

will join fellow Middle School 

graduate Elizabeth Bradley 

(MS 2013) this fall.

Harrison Potter (MS 2010) 

graduated from Greens Farms 

Academy in June and is excited 

to head to D.C. as a freshman 

at The George Washington 

University this fall. After a busy 

spring that included rowing in 

the San Diego Crew Classic 

and attending the Kentucky 

Derby, Harrison is mostly local 

for the summer. He is splitting 

his time between Bridgeport, as 

an intern in Congressman Jim 

Himes’ district office, and New 

york City, where he is working 

at NationSwell, a newly formed 

online publication that focuses 

on stories about American 

renewal and innovation. 

Dylan Reinhardt (MS 2006) 

spent the summer in Sweden 

for an engineering program 

sponsored by Volvo. 

Skyler Sallick (MS 2013) 

started a fashion club at 

Andover and designed for a 

fashion show that took place on 

campus.

Montessori Alums Bennett 

Amador, Henry Fay, Quinn 

Ferguson and Lauren Kranzlin 

celebrate their commencement 

from Hopkins in June.

Samantha Tesluk (MS 2008) 

graduated from New Canaan 

High School in 2012 and will 

be a junior this fall at Rhode 

Island School of Design. She is 

majoring in Industrial Design, 

has a strong interest in furniture 

and fashion, and is enjoying 

working with metals, wood and 

3D print.

Matthew Weber (UE 2004) 

graduated from Colgate 

University with a major in 

Psychology and a minor in 

Economics. He accepted a 

job with a start-up company 

in Westport called Defense 

Mobile Corp. They are starting 

a nationwide 4G mobile service 

for the military and for veterans 

and their families. 

Julia Weber (UE 2006) was 

accepted into the Business 

School at the University of 

Queensland in Brisbane, 

Australia for her Junior Semester 

abroad. She is a Marketing major 

in the Business School and 

“loving every minute of Tulane” 

writes her mom, Kate. Julia has 

been working with Waterfront 

Promotions, a marketing 

company, and will continue 

that work this summer before 

heading to Australia.

Caroline Wood (MS 2007) 

writes that over winter break 

“I travelled to China to visit my 

sister Caitlin Wood (UE 2003), 

who is working there for a year, 

and then to California to spend 

the holidays with family…then 

off to Bali!” Additionally, Caroline 

will also be studying Art, Current 

Events and Ancient Civilizations 

in Spain, all taught in Spanish. 

She adds “My school is really 

small with only 18 students 

(very similar to Montessori) 

which has made it easier to get 

to know the professors and 

gain a better understanding 

of each subject. In Indonesia I 

have a set curriculum…part of a 

program called SIT Indonesia: 

Arts, Religion and Social Change 

—all subjects…I am passionate 

about.”

The following members of the 

Montessori Class of 2010 have 

graduated from high school 

and, as of press time, we have 

learned they will begin their 

college careers as follows…

Silvana Alarcon, Dickinson 

College… Claire Collins, 

College of Charleston… Henry 

Fay, Southern Methodist 

University… Lucas Kesselman, 

Washington University at 

St. Louis… Drew Kimball, 

Wheaton College… Lauren 

Kranzlin, John Hopkins 

University… Russell Ohnemus, 

Northwestern University… Liam 

O’Reilly, SUNy Plattsburgh… 

Harrison Potter, The George 

Washington University… 

Jens Salander, University of 

Maine… Jaelyn Stultz, Central 

Connecticut State University. 

Congratulations graduates! 

Thank you to everyone who  

submitted news—please  

keep it coming!You can send  

word to Lisa Potter at  

lisap@themontessorischool. com. 

If updates from you were  

received after our deadline for  

this publication, we apologize that 

you were not included herein, but 

we promise to include you in the 

next AlumNotes.
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The MonTessori school is a non-profit Montessori school committed to the 
healthy development of children from 14 months through eighth grade. Accredited by both 
The Association Montessori Internationale and The Connecticut Association of Independent 
Schools, our School offers nationally and internationally acclaimed Montessori education to 
240 children and their families coming from many area towns. We have served families in the 
greater Fairfield County area since 1964.

Our School’s culture is devoted to helping each child grow toward independence by build-
ing confidence, competence, self-esteem and respect for others. More than an approach to 
education, Montessori becomes a way of life. Our program, both in philosophy and pedagogy, 
is based on the scientific research of Dr. Maria Montessori and on AMI Montessori training. 

Montessori classrooms are designed in a multi-age mix which allows for both individual 
and social development. The classrooms are beautiful by design and are set up in an open 
style, with work areas throughout the room and materials available on accessible shelving. 
Most lessons are given to small groups or individual children while others work independent-
ly. The School uses stories, Montessori materials, charts, timelines, objects of nature, treasures 
from the wealth of cultures around the world and sometimes conventional tools to teach the 
children. Guided by the teacher, Montessori students actively participate in planning their 
time and taking responsibility for their work.

Our relationship to the outdoors is an integral part of our educational approach, and is 
based on Dr. Montessori’s vision for the extended classroom and the respect and responsibility 
inherent in meaningful encounters with the land. Gardening, composting and other elements 
of care of the outdoors are introduced at the earliest stages of the program. At the Elemen-
tary and Middle School levels, the children’s experience with the outdoors grows through the 
added dimension of outdoor expeditions, such as camping trips, rites of passage and further 
afield adventures.

Our School’s Specialty Program is a complement and support to the essential Montessori 
curriculum and approach. Lead by experts in their fields, our Specialists, like the Montessori 
classroom teachers, are committed to the highest tenets of Montessori and to the importance 
of learning as a lifetime habit of curiosity, observation and thought. We offer art, chorus, physi-
cal education, and foreign language as well as intramural sports and After School Programs. 
Two Learning Specialists are on-site to support students with learning differences. Because we 
believe in sharing what we have with those in need and encouraging children to learn to live 
responsibly in the world, outreach and community service are part of our way of life.

Who
We Are 

Vital Statistics 
The Montessori School  

34 Whipple Road  

Wilton, CT 06897  

203-834-0440

24 Lois Street  

Norwalk, CT 06851  

203-840-1850

email: 

info@themontessorischool.com  

web: 

www.themontessorischool.com

Accreditation 
CAIS Connecticut Association 

of Independent Schools 

AMI Association Montessori  

Internationale
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Mission Statement 

To respect children as self-

directed individuals and 

foster their growth toward 

independence and social 

responsibility.

To adhere to the philosophy 

of Dr. Maria Montessori and 

maintain the standard of 

The Association Montessori 

Internationale.

To create a joyful, diverse, and 

family-oriented community 

which provides an atmosphere 

that supports the growth of 

the child.

To inspire the child to live 

both passionately and 

compassionately in  

a global community.

The Montessori School  

34 Whipple Road  

Wilton, CT 06897  

203-834-0440

24 Lois Street  

Norwalk, CT 06851  

203-840-1850
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