
Toddler & Primary – October 5, 2018 
 

 
Dear Families, 
  
This year, we are pleased to launch a new communication tool from school to home titled Weekly 

Note.   Throughout the year, you will learn about exciting moments within your child's school days 
and how they relate to the Montessori approach.  The notes may vary in length depending on the 
week!  We hope that the information shared in each note will spark family conversations, inform 

parenting choices, and provide you with helpful resources.   
  
The transition from a summer schedule into school routines is often an adjustment for the entire 

family!  Congratulations to everyone for your efforts toward establishing a consistent routine each 
day.  At school, the children have really begun to settle into the order of their days: shaking hands; 
receiving lessons; making choices; preparing food; playing outside; independent dressing; sharing 

meals; and caring for each other. 
  
In addition to consistent routines, these activities also support the developmental need 

for Functional Independence: the ability to care for one's self and the environment.  Veronica and 
Stella's class has been reading their beloved handmade book titled, How to Wash Your Hands (a 
photo storybook with a picture for each step in the work cycle).  The children are reminded to wash 

their hands often in an effort to stay healthy. Preparing to go outside takes time and practice.  At 
every level, the children are encouraged to put their shoes and jackets on independently.  In fact, 
Veronica's class is practicing the jacket "flip" method, which can be very effective!  

  
Helping one another is an essential part of a loving community.  The Toddler and Primary children 
are learning how to interact socially with kindness and respect.  In Montessori terms, these graceful 

interactions are called Grace and Courtesy.  The students receive lessons on Grace and Courtesy 
throughout their days at school.  For example, when it is time to set up snack in Hannah and Esther's 
class, the children are learning to ask "How can I help?"  These same Toddlers are also learning to 

respect one another's personal space.  With the good intentions of a big hug, not everyone is ready 
to receive one! They are practicing language such as, "May I give you a hug?" or "May I have a hug?" 
  

Grace and Courtesy extends to lessons on greeting, friendship, and care of the environment.  When a 
visitor comes to Fabi and Lauren's classroom door, they are often greeted with the words, "How may 
I help you?"  Fabi's class is happily hosting professional observer Teresa Chan who is taking her AMI 

Primary training in Hartford, CT.  The children are delighted about serving tea to their 
observer!  Friendship has been the topic of several conversations in Hannah and Kim's class; and 
these talks have also led into meaningful discussions around what it means to be helpful.  

  
Beautiful learning environments give children the opportunity to thrive.  In a Montessori school, the 
students are responsible for maintaining their peaceful classrooms.  Returning work to the shelf, 



handling materials with care, and helping to tidy up the room are all respectful ways to live 
harmoniously as a community and care for the environment.  The children in Jennie and Jennifer's 

class are working on their functional independence and grace and courtesy as they focus on how to 
clean up snack, carefully walk around a work mat, and master lunch routines.  And, the older 
children are looking forward to preparing a community lunch together later this month!  

  
How does Grace and Courtesy and Functional Independence weave its way into your home? We invite 
you to partner with us! 

  
Have a wonderful weekend! 
 

Ashley and the Toddler/Primary team 


