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"The first essential for the child's development is concentration. The child who concentrates is 
immensely happy." ~ Maria Montessori 

  
When children work toward mastering certain developmental skills and human tendencies, they often 
show deep concentration during such efforts. If, as Dr. Montessori said, concentration is linked to 

happiness, then how are we nurturing and protecting this important correlation? 
  
An environment that offers children the materials, guidance, freedom and independence needed to 

move forward in all areas of development is a beautiful gift.  In addition to all of these things, and of 
equal importance, children need the gift of time. Time to explore, discover, create and think.  In a 
Montessori classroom, providing an uninterrupted work period allows one time to concentrate and 

master skills and concepts.  As human beings, when we have the time and opportunity to follow our 
passions, make discoveries, access that "flow," or be in the "zone," then immense joy fills the soul.  
  

This week in our Toddler and Primary classrooms, there have been many moments of deep 
concentration and joy!  At the Primary level, exploration with the Sensorial and Math materials is in 
full swing.  This may be seen in the above photo of a student working with the Decanomial Square. 

The children in Hannah and Kim's class have also been exploring the Puzzle Maps as a sensorial 
experience.  Fabi and Lauren's class has been playing the Memory Game of Numbers and the children 
have been counting everything! Many of you may have walked by the Long Chain of Ten (with 1,000 

beads!) outside of Jennie and Jennifer's classroom.  Many of the elders in this class have been 
inspiring one another and they are excited to complete this big work.   
  

The Toddler students have been enjoying lots of music and dancing this week.  A consistent favorite 
song in Veronica and Stella's class is "We will Rock You."  This group also has great fun participating 
in a drumming circle.  In addition to exploring rhythm, Hannah and Esther's class have been finding 

their rhythm with purposeful Practical Life activities.  The children have been caring for the 
environment through many scrubbing and polishing activities.  
  

As the days are getting colder, we do encourage you to please help your child bring appropriate 
clothing for outside activity.  Also, please remember hats and mittens along with a warm jacket.  The 
children do head outside every day, weather permitting! 

  

Wishing you all a wonderful weekend!  

 
Ashley and the Toddler/Primary team 


